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2017 Summer Dreamers Academy Activity 
Descriptions 
 
Adventures in Movement / Facilitated by Attack Theatre 
 
Tired of sitting still?  Join the award-winning dancers from Attack Theatre who are 
known for their “ninja like intensity” for a summer of new moves, new ideas, and lots of 
creative fun!  This workshop brings to life students’ personal stories and experiences 
through movement.  Each week will offer a different focus such as creating dances from 
stories, exploring conneections between sports and dance, and making movement with 
everyday objects and actions.  Special treats for the workshop include instruction led by 
guest artists in dance forms such as African dance, yoga, musical theater dance, hip-
hop, and Afro - Carribean dance. 
 
Judo / Facilitated by Allegheny Youth Development 
 
How would you like a summer of thrilling throws, tough grappling moves, and all kinds of 
awesome martial arts techniques? AYD Judo is ready for you! Judo is exciting, safe, 
and most of all, fun! Our team of highly qualified and specially trained judo instructors 
will teach you the skills, courage and self-control to compete in a real judo tournament 
at the end of camp. So kick off your shoes and join us on the mat. Hajime! 
 
Camp Adventure – Strong Communities / Facilitated by Familylinks 
 
There's never a dull moment in Camp Adventure - Strong Communities with fun and 
educational activities that will engage students in promoting their skills of 
communication, self-esteem, cooperation, respect, community service and life skills. 
Activities will include a number of hands-on art projects, interviewing other campers and 
guest speakers, creating a project for parents and helping others in the community. 
Over the five weeks of the Summer Dreamers Academy program, the following themes 
will be provided through a variety of energetic and creative projects: Week one - Care 
for Others; Week Two - Appreciating Seniors; Week Three - Respecting Military and 
First Responders; Week Four - Strong Families;  and Week Five - Strong Campers: 
Express Yourself. Acknowledgement of each camper's acheivements and recognition 
through camper incentives are part of the every day at Camp Advenutre - Strong 
Communitites. 
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Clay & Mosaic Extravaganza! / Facilitated by Pittsburgh Filmmakers/ Pittsburgh 
Center for the Arts 
 
Join us in exploring two amazing art forms - Clay! and Mosaics! - that have been around 
for thousands of years! You'll learn about various types of beautiful clay to make your 
own artwork and how to break tiles and glass to create your own mosaic art! This will be 
an exciting art class that will explore natural scientific and mathematical links to clay as 
well as allow you to design and create a book that illustrates what you are learning and 
creating. You and other campers will also work together to create a huge mosaic 
masterpiece that will be displayed in a public place. 
 
Creative pARTners / Facilitated by Art Expression Inc. 
 
Do you like art? Do you like working with different materials like colored pencils, 
crayons, chalk, clay, construction paper and much more? Creative pARTners is a 
wonderful opportunity for you to get together with other students and express yourself 
as you work on art projects. You’ll learn about art and discover new things about 
yourself while having fun. And at the end of camp you can display your work in an art 
exhibit! No artistic talent is needed! 
 
Creature Camp! / Facilitated by Pittsburgh Filmmakers / Pittsburgh Center for the Arts 
 
Join us for a summer of Creature Camp adventures as we explore creepers and 
crawlers, diggers and divers, swimmers and gliders through hands-on art-making.  We'll 
be drawing, painting, collaging, sculpting, puppet-making, face-painting and more! Write 
your own animal stories. Transform your friend into a bug. Create your own mythical 
creature and design its habitat. Come make art with us! 
 
Drum C.O.R.E (Collective Organic Rhythmic Expression) / Facilitated by The 
Pittsburgh Cultural Trust 
 
Drums and rhythm are the heartbeat of music. This class will give campers an 
opportunity to play to their own beat. In addition to learning basic drumming techniques, 
campers will engage with poly-rhythms in various contemporary music genres and learn 
to create poly-rhythmic relationships with drum cadences created by their classroom 
peers. Learning to play and see the music that you hear and feel can create a heartbeat 
in the world that will last forever. 
 
Feel the Rhythm: Introduction to West African Drum, Dance & Culture / Facilitated 
by The Pittsburgh Cultural Trust 
 
West African drum and dance is an energetic and powerful art form. In this class, you 
will learn traditional West African drum, dance and culture. Classes also include visual 
arts activities inspired West African culture and traditions; including jewelry, mask and 
much more! All the items you make will be yours to keep. We will end our time together 
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with an in class celebration where campers can display some of their visual arts projects 
and share dancing and drumming with family and friends. 
 
Fencing! / Facilitated by Three Rivers Fencing Center, Inc. 
 
Get ready to embark on a journey that involves fighting, chivalry, strategy, physical 
strength, speed, a sharp mind and a sharp blade! Join us and you will learn how to 
perform in one of the original Olympic sports! Our fencing experts will show you how to 
handle a modern Olympic foil (sword) with power and finesse! Together we will relive 
the glorious and heroic lives of warriors, samurai, knights, musketeers, fencing masters 
and Olympic champions! Let us share our passion for fencing with you this summer! 
 
From Mud to Masterpiece / Facilitated by Union Project 
 
Come get your hands dirty and let your imagination run wild! If you can dream it, you 
can build it, sculpt it, and throw it during this awesome clay camp activity. Learn exciting 
ways to make monsters, treasure boxes, dishes, sculptures, and more. Try your hand at 
the potter’s wheel, and watch mud turn into a masterpiece right before your eyes! 
Celebrate at the end with a special show of your artwork, and lots of ceramic creations 
to take home. Campers will work with teaching artists from Union Project’s community 
ceramics studio to learn all about the process of creating with clay from sculpting to 
firing to glazing and so much more. 
 
Garden Bites – Healthy Cooking, Nutrition, and Gardening / Facilitated by Common 
Threads 
 
Ready to become a chef? Just like on the cooking shows, this class will help you 
become a Master Chef in making healthy snacks like Watermelon Sundaes! Learn 
where our food comes from and how to grow your own, why nutrition is important, and 
how to make healthy choices through hands-on activities that combine nutrition, 
gardening, knife-free cooking, and scientific experiments. At the end of camp, you will 
create your own cookbook, advertising campaign, or business pitch related to healthy 
eating and cooking! 
 
Hit it Big / Facilitated by The First Tee of Pittsburgh 
 
Michael Jordan, Ben Roethlisberger, and Mario Lemieux all have 2 things in common.  
They are great professional athletes and they all love to play golf.  Spend this summer 
with The First Tee learning how to play golf, making new friends, and having fun and 
maybe you can join them for a round. 
 
Imagination Exploration / Facilitated by Pittsburgh Filmmakers/ Pittsburgh Center for 
the Arts 
 
Watch as each project transforms your classroom! Create prints, books, sculptures and 
more! In this multi-media art camp you will collaborate with peers to envision, design, 
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and create an artful environment filled with habitats, mythological creatures, natural 
wonders and much more! Through the use of both traditional and recycled materials, 
students will develop many different art skills while creating a variety of projects 
including: a collaged vision folder, 2-D art pieces, handmade paper and screen prints, 
flip books, stories, mosaics, mythological creatures, artist books, original stories, and 3-
D sculptures. 
 
LEGO Creators Club / Facilitated by Snapology 
 
Spend the summer building and exploring with your favorite programs, including Star 
Wars, Superheroes, Pokemon, Ninjas and Minecraft. Construct your very own LEGO® 
Creations while learning about science, technology, engineering & math in a super-fun 
way. Learn about Pokemon habitats, build a light saber, create your own Minecraft 
World, find your super powers, and earn a LEGO black belt. Participate in a different 
activity each day. 
 
LEGO EPIC Robotics & Engineering / Facilitated by Snapology 
 
Spend the summer exploring the EPIC world of robotics and engineering. Each day, 
students will learn engineering strategies to construct various robots and machines 
using LEGO® bricks. In every class, students will enjoy the adventure of building 
functional, interactive robots and machines, including an interactive Pinball machine, an 
amazing roller coaster, a battling Combat Robot and so much more! Build a different 
robot or machine each day. 
 
Let’s Act! Theatre for Social Change / Facilitated by Pittsburgh Cultural Trust 
 
Do you like to act? Dance? Sing? Write? Do you want to make a positive difference in 
your community and the world? If so, then “Let’s Act!’ is for you! In this activity, you’ll 
learn about the basic elements of theater; such as acting, directing, playwriting, 
costumes, sounds, and sets. You’ll then learn how to use these tools to tell stories that 
promote social justice. Each week, we will explore a different approach to Theater for 
Social Change using actual examples from history, like the Farm Worker’s Movement 
and Hip Hop Theater. As a group, we will decide which examples we like best, and use 
them to create our own Theater for Social Change performances. 
 
Let’s TURN-it UP Part 3 – presenting Rhymes, Rhythm & Lines / Facilitated by 
Roland Ford – Line Dancing 
 
Learn the basic fundamentals of how to create fun dances that you can use for a 
lifetime and a new approach to health, fitness and mind stimulation. Did you know that 
there are more than 1000 dances like the Electric Slide, Cha Cha Slide, Charlie Brown 
and the Wobble? You can learn these and many others, as well as how to work in 
groups to create your very own dance style to your favorite music. Also while learning 
new dances, you will learn how to track the number of steps that you take each class 
while competing with classmates to see who can get to 10,000 steps first and who can 
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earn the most badges for completing various step challenges. Not only will we create 
"How to" videos for our own YouTube Channel, but we will also develop a line Dance 
Booklet to share with others when we have our big party at the end of camp. 
 
Mad Science / Facilitated by Mad Science of Pittsburgh 
 
Transform yourself into a Mad Scientist as you learn to use lab equipment, explore the 
depths of outer space, control cool robots, and learn the science behind your favorite 
movies. Mix up a batch of slime, solve an engineering problem, learn about animals, 
and unravel a mystery. Join us for hands-on science fun! 
 
Master Builder / Facilitated by Carnegie Mellon University’s School of Architecture 
“Architecture Explorations” Program 
 
What do you build/create/design? Do you enjoy building and drawing houses and cities? 
Do you enjoy making new things? During our Architecture Explorations Master Builder 
activity, campers will develop design thinking skills used by architects and engineers to 
design everything from highways to houses. Campers will use their creativity and 
expertise to design 5 projects that work to solve a problem in our local communities and 
cities. The campers’ final presentation on the last day of class will be sure to inspire 
everyone, including local architects! 
 
Mindful Gardening, Growing Mindful / Facilitated by Mindful Pittsburgh 
 
We’ll plant the seeds of mindfulness practices this summer and keep a journal of our 
experiences.  We’ll also learn about heart rate, blood pressure, some basic psychology 
and physiology of stress and the relaxation response.  We keep a media journal as we 
plant, transplant and nurture flowers, vegetables, and herbs.  We’ll build a community 
garden as a resources to help the local community thrive. 
 
Oh Sew Fabulous! / Facilitated by The Pittsburgh Cultural Trust 
 
The campers will learn the lifelong skill of hand sewing through fun, engaging, whimsical 
exploration of animals in art and nature, imaginary creatures in pop culture, and art 
production using a variety of media including; creating stuffed felt creatures, paper 
Mache and fabric hand puppets, and reconstructing plush animals. The campers will 
create a “How to” guide (The Ultimate Guide to Sewing) and animate it using iMovie 
trailer. 
 
Outdoor Adventures! / Facilitated by Venture Outdoors 
 
Come kayak, fish, and bike along the rivers of Pittsburgh this summer!  Treasure hunt 
for prizes, build outdoor forts, and create nature art!  Join Venture Outdoors to play and 
explore outside with your fellow campers, where we’ll take special field trips every week 
to try out new outdoor activities! 
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Positive Spin / Facilitated by Bike Pittsburgh 
 
Have you ever wanted to explore Pittsburgh, its three rivers and bridges by bicycle with 
your friends?  Have you felt the breeze while riding down a hill?  You will learn how to 
safely get around, how to maintain and inspect your bike, how to get civically involved 
and have fun during daily bike rides!  After riding every day, you will complete an end of 
camp citywide scavenger hunt by bike.  Experience Pittsburgh like never before.  Let’s 
ride! 
 
Sew On and Sew Forth / Facilitated by Pittsburgh Cultural Trust 
 
Come get wrapped up in fun as we create amazing and practical art using many 
different types of fibers and techniques. We’ll sew, knit and crochet our way through a 
variety of projects, such as totes and scarves. Some projects we will keep, and some 
we will give away to help support people in need in our community. Along the way, we 
will document everything with photos and descriptions that we can share with family and 
friends. 
 
Sshhh…Recording in Progress! / Facilitated by Pittsburgh Cultural Trust 
 
Do you ever wonder how music gets into a television commercial, on your favorite 
artist’s album, or in a movie? If you love music and want to learn what it takes to place 
audio in radio, television or film, look no further! Sshhh...Recording In Progress! will take 
you on a journey inside the life of Music Supervisors, Producers, Audio Engineers and 
Composers. Learning the audio creation process from start to finish, you will learn how 
to capture audio, arrange musical sequences, mix audio and add your own flare to 
create industry-ready recordings. At the end of our journey, you will have compiled a 
portfolio of quality work to present to parents and peers. 
 
S.T.E.M Kindercation: The Ultimate Creator / Facilitated by Wofford ECE Consulting 
Group, LLC 
 
Have you ever wondered how soap is made? How are houses built? How to decode 
numbers to reveal a secret message? Do you enjoy making things? S.T.E.M. 
Kindercation: The Ultimate Creator will teach you how to use the fascinating world of 
Science, Technology, Engineering, and Math to create things we use and see every 
day, along with creating something that no longer walks the earth, can you guess what 
that would be? At the end of camp, we will have a display of wonderful creations that 
you made and can actually make on your own. Join us to be the ultimate creator! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



7 | P a g e  
 

Summer Science Safari / Facilitated by Allegheny Land Trust 
 
Have you ever wondered how an earthworm works?  Or what tiny creatures lurk in our 
rivers? Have you ever build a bird’s nest or touched a bear’s fur?  Join Allegheny Land 
Trust on a Summer Science Safari to learn about all of these things and more!  Each 
week we will learn about a new nature topic; from water and land, to bugs and birds! 
 
Swim & Water Polo / Facilitated by Bloomfield Garfield Corporation 
 
Swim & Water Polo, always one of the most popular activities among students, gets 
everyone into the pool every day. If you can't swim, you'll learn. We improve our strokes 
and abilities and all become deep-end swimmers, divers and real aquatic athletes. Play 
various aquatic games, especially SKWIM and Olympic water polo. Zoom ahead in your 
fitness, strength, and teamwork skills and have fun. 
 
The League of Extraordinary Dancers / Facilitated by K- Theatre Dance Complex, 
INC. 
 
Welcome to “The League of Extraordinary Dancers!” facilitated by K-Theatre Dance 
Complex! Who is your favorite super hero? Batman? Superman? Iron Man? The Hulk? 
If you could have a super power what would it be?? Would it be Super Strength? X-ray 
Vision? They ability to fly? What would you do with your power? At “The League of 
Extraordinary Dancers!” you will have the opportunity to use your super skills to 
DANCE! You will learn different styles of dance such as Ballet, Hip Hop and Modern! 
You will also have the opportunity to write and produce your own Super Hero Dance 
Show! By the end of the summer you will not only be an AMAZING dancer, but you will 
also learn what your inner Super Power truly is!!! 
 
Wild Urban Adventures / Facilitated by Citiparks 
 
Join Citiparks “Wild Urban Adventures” at the Pittsburgh Public Schools Summer 
Dreamers Academy and enjoy five action packed art, enrichment, and field trip 
adventure weeks around the city.  The fun starts the very first week in Action Art. Get 
Moving! Learn how to create spin art, recycling art and play tennis! City Round- Up will 
teach you how to groom and ride horses, build an Indian village, and pack a Conestoga 
wagon for a trip out west! Build bridges and take a fun and educational boat ride on 
Pittsburgh’s rivers during Rivers and Bridges week.  Enjoy nature hikes and make 
s’mores around the campfire during Nature in Your Neighborhood week.  Have fun 
learning drumming and dance routines, creating a life size Coral Reef, and spending a 
day aat the Pittsburgh Zoo & PPG Aquarium during Animal Adventures and Underwater 
World week.  Learn how to grow herbs and vegetables and make simple recipes in a 
culinary program with trained teachers and chefs every week.  Citiparks brings extra fun 
with puppet shows, spray park field trips, and more! Write a Passport to Fun Travelogue 
that captures your adventures! See yourself on the Citiparks “Wild Urban Adventures” 
blog site having fun and learning new things. 
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Youth Express: You’re On the Radio / Facilitated by SLB Radio Productions, Inc. 
 
Do you like writing or reading poetry, listening to or creating podcasts or open mics? 
How about acting as a newscaster, sports reporter or talk show host and learning about 
and using the microphones, mixers and gadgets that make it all possible? If this sounds 
like you, Youth Express: You’re On the Radio! is a great fit! You’ll work with experienced 
professionals to be heard by the world on the radio, online and in podcasts. This is a 
great camp if you’re interested in writing, performing or using the technology found in 
radio studios. 
 
YOUTopia: Making the Future / Facilitated by Assemble 
 
Are you ready to make the future? Got creative ideas in your brain and your fingertips? 
Want to make a world that doesn’t exist yet? Join Assemble to build a YOUTopia the 
city, the culture, the technology, and the experience. Bring your visions to life and 
communicate them with art, movies, comics, and poetry. Design and sew clothes that 
light up. Build a videogame using Virtual Reality, aka VR. Meet experts to get you to 
outer space. Use real tools to make your dreams real for others to see them, too. 


